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IHE deſign of the following Poem is to deſcribe the emulous Stu- 
dent's mind, from the firſt intimation of the Prizes given in this Univerſity, 
till their diſtribution on the firſt of May. It was intended as a Prize-cilays 
/ and not deſigned for the Preſs, *till after it had ſtood the trial; but at the ye- 
queſt of ſome Gentlemen Students it is now publiſhed. 1 8 
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; 1 my Muſe, the pie taſk eſlay ! 
In chearful lays your g gratitude diſplay ! 

Of Emu LATION ſing, that noble flame, 

To which you owe your merit and your fame ! 


Nor him forget, who freely deigns to ſpread - 
The verdant laurel on the victor's head 
And let a note ſincere for him tranſpire, 


Who rſt infus'd the ons e er fire. 


B E theſe your theme, and may nd divine, | 
Propitiouſly attend the juſt deſign ! 
But how ſhall words ſufficiently expreſs, 

Or clothe conceptions in a proper dreſs ? 


flow ſhall ideas adequate be found, 


Ev'n tho” the moſt ſublime and clear abound? —&@— E 
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'To EMULATI ON vaſtly more we owe, 


Than human language can pretend to ſhow: 


Without this ſpark our dignity would ceaſe, 
And ſordid indolence aſſume it's place: 
Important duties muſt be left behind, 


And ſavage ignorance poſſeſs the mind: 


To baſe degeneracy each would fall, 


External decency be loſt to all : 


The gifts of Nature unimprov'd would ly, 
Nor would we venture ſtrength or {kill to try. 


The ſailor, taken with the love of eaſe, 
Would trembling ſhun the wide, the boiſtrous Cie 


Nor would the ſoldier, on the martial plain, N 
His country's rights and liberties maintain. 
The lawyer too, if car cleſs of applauſe, 
Would cooly plead the moſt important cauſe. 


The lib'ral ſciences all would neglect,, 
And treat the nobler arts with. diſreſpect. 


Then muſt the mind, of light and truth bereft, 


Tn darkneſs and deluſion blind be left. 
Tn ſchools too frequently we might complain, 
Of taſks too hard, and labour ſpent. in vain. 
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Bur Nature, always pi and kind, 

With this incentive ſtimulates the mind: 
. what can more the Student? s mind inſpire, | 
'Than EMULATION” s unremitting fire! 
It ſpurs him on, and drives him to explore 
Some uſeful plan, perhaps ne' er known before? 
As when the merchant on the ſhelvy coaſt, ? 
sees all his cargo likely to be loſt, 

His hopes appear in vain, and O! the thought 
So much fatigue, ſuch vaſt expence for nought ! | 
- "Twixt hope and wild deſpair, he ſtraight exerts 


A double force, with new-invented arts. 


On like the tender youth, whom Cupid warms, ' Fj 
When cruel jealouſy his ſoul alarms, : TY 


The very thought his former bliſs deſtroys, 
Tranquility no longer he enjoys ; 8 OE " 
Nor can his beſt efforts afford him eaſe, N | + 
For ſtill the Vulture on lis liver preys. 1 
Imagination paints the loyely prize, 


Wich nameleſs graces deck'd, before his eyes; 0 | 
But how diſtreſling, when he thinks thoſe charms | 
Are ſweetly lock'd within his rivals arms ! 
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And that 3 in raptures too, her hwy breaſt, | 


Spells in his boſom, panting to be preſt! 
Diſtracting this indeed, and O! what care! 


What toil would he endure to win the fair ! 
Invention's on the rack, he ſpares no coſt, 
While thus ſhe ſeems in danger to be loſt. 


So ſwells the Student's mind with new deſires, 
When EMULATION true his boſom fires: 
The laurel once propos'd, he ſtraight perceives 
A thouſand honours painted on the leaves: 


And, quite enamour'd with the ſight, he cries, 
% How happy he who wins the glorious prize! 


Who thus ſucceeds deſervediy may claim 
« The grateful tribute of immortal fame 5 
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Could I but be the man, then would my praiſe 
« Become the ſubject of the higheſt lays!” 


H oP x clevates his ſoul, he ſpares r no pains, 
But chearfully from indolence refrains; 
Strong motives urge and agitate his breaſt, 


Sleep he diſdains, and ſcorns the ſweets of reſt ; 
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In keen purſuit the eule he undertakes, 
And pow'rs long dormant to his aid awakes. 
Some time he perſeveres in rapid courſe, 
Nor oppoſition meets to ſtop his force; 
On ev'ry ſide the buſineſs proſpers well, 
And * ſtall his expectations ſwell! 


2 vT O 0 the grief! 3 before he knows, 
He meets a crowd of unexpected woes; 
Ev? n while ſacceſs attends his happy race, 

Some difficulty ſtares him in the face. 

Confus'd he ſtops! his courage quickly falls: 5 


O'er yielding hopes timidity prevails ! 
How gloomy then his mind ! how much downcaſt! k 


How chang'd the proſpect fair, ſo lately Pt - 
So diſconcerted all his mental pow'rs, | 
That ev'ry ſcene with dreary aſpect lowrs, , 

Anxieties immediately take place, 

And cares ineffable diſturb his peace. 


Doubts, jealouſies, and fears conſpire, 


And dread of ſhame, ſtill blended with deſire, 
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Hard i is the taſk ſuch feelings to > expreſs, 

Too difficult to paint ſuch deep diſtreſs ! 

Wat ſharp emotions muſt the mind ſuſtain, 

While thus he views his former hopes as vain! 
How hard to bear the mortifying thought, 


i _ That all his beſt efforts avail him nought 25 
That ſome competitor appears to riſe, 
And ſnatch the honours from before his eyes! K. 


He R fainting hope, in ſable raiment clad, 


Can {ſcarce prevail to raiſe her drooping head _- 
For time clapſing, ſuffers no delay, 
But hurries on the Diſtribution- day; 


N When ev'ry one, embark'd in this great cauſe, 


5 - The grand. purſuit of merit and. applauſe, 
Shall either have his labours crown'd with fame; ; 
Or view his conduct with a ſecret ſhame : 

And therefore this alternative takes place, 

To loſe the garland or renew the race 3 

But EMULAT10N for the latter ſues, 
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„Still urging on the former to refuſe, 
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The genial ſpark within for ever glows, 

Nor deigns to yield, whatever may oppoſe; 
And from ſurrounding gloom breaks forth at length, 
With force ſuperior to its former ſtrength : _ 
AS when the flame, ſuppreſt by fuel dry, W 
Some moments in obſcurity | may ly ; 3 

"20+ ſuddenly ſurmounts its uſual height, 

With greater warmth, and more effulgent light. 
80 EM ULATION here, tho? long confin'd, 

Half loſt and buried in the drooping mind, 
Once more begins to raiſe her noble head, 

And all around her energy to ſpread : 

Above each obſtacle with eaſe ſhe ſoars, 

= And methods formerly unknown explores. 


Tu E Student now with joy his work renews, 
With utmoſt diligence his courſe purſues ; 5 

l His boſom: fondly burns with freſh deſires, 
And higher than before his ſoul aſpires: 


8⁰ pleaſing now the taſk, ſo great his joys, 


That all his thoughts the exerciſe employs. 
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„„ 
N ot mov'd by war, nor ſhock'd by hoſtile arms, 


- Regar dleſs of the fair and all her charms ; 


And paſt the reach of all our common cares, 
With aſſiduity he perſeveres : - 

Nor joins with thoſe who caſt their time away, 

In giddy round, looſe jeſts, or idle play: 
Beneath his notice far, ſuch trifles fall, 

With ſcornful eye he overlooks them all ! 

Unwearied i in his courſe, with great delight, 

The day he ſpends, nor ſtops throughout the night ; 


For ſhould he chance to ſleep, then in a dream, 
- His fancy looſely rambles o'er the theme, 


Or probably, her airy courſe purſues, | 
Runs thro' the whole, the Diſtribution views : : 


There painting boldly, to the ſlumb'ring youth, 


A ſcene, perhaps, quite foreign to the truth: 

But true or falſe, it robs him of his reſt ; $0 
Emotions complicated crowd his breaſt. 

And ere the ruddy morn her light has ſpread, | 


He ſprings with ardour from the downy bed! 


In lucubration cloſely plys the taſk, 
Till ſilent 1 5 withdraws her fable maſk. 
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Inceſlantly he works, nor ever tires, 


S0 much the love of future fame inſpires ! 


Wa A T then does he regard the ſportive throng, L 
The ſoothing ſoftneſs of the rural ſong ! 


1 * Oe all the beauties that the 1 iſing day 


Can o'er the variegated world diſplay ! 
Not all creation's nameleſs charms combin'd, 
Can ever force the ſubject from his mind; 
For now the great deciſive time draws near, 
Encreaſing doubts, anxiety and fear 
Wat therefore can ſuſpend, or overpow'r 
The preſſing thoughts of that important hour! 
That hour which comes at laſt, and clearly ſhows, 
-" "ao formerly had felt but fancied woes. 
. His merit then appears, and muſt prevail, 
For Juſtice tries with an impartial ſcale. 


WHEN this his hl his doubts and fears are bal, 


The happy DIsTR1BUTION comes at laſt, 
O! that's the day! the fair, the bliſsful morn, 


When ſignal honours ſhall the brow adorn ! 28 
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Then ſhall his higheſt wiſhes all be crown'd, 


Tet all rejoice their bounties to beſtow ! 


T 4 


His former cares in ſweet oblivion drown'd I 
In oceans of delight the mind mult roll, 


And joys ineffable tranſport the foul. 


How charm'd! how bleſt with that endearing ſcene 25 
How pleas'd to ſee the F ACULTY convene ! 


0 order plac'd, a venerable band, 


Fach with a willing heart, and Aral hang! 
A lib'ral hand indeed, for nought they owe, 


Each, with a {ſweet complacency, ſeems prone, I 

And ready to diſtribute to his own. 
TosT imitation of that ſov'reign care, 

Thar kind benevolence we daily ſhare ! 

For heay? n directs us how we ſhould 1 

And in the end rewards us for the deed. 


So they their ſkill, their utmoſt care exert, 


To youth all neceſſary aid impart:. 

Their tender minds, by. g gentle means allure, 

To ſearch out knowledge true, and wiſdom pure, 

Thro! intricacies dark point out their way, 

And at the laſt, chem for the whole repay. | . 
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Whoever * for himſelf does beſt, 

Dwells higheſt 1 in his noble Patron's breaſt ; - 
The laurel now receives, and for his care, 
That fam' d, that honourable branch ſhall wear ! 


Wo then in ſuch a caſe, would grudge to ſpend _ 
The irkſome Winter out, from end to end, 
To quit the fruitleſs ſearch of trivial joys, 
The mean allurements of inferior toys; 
With ſpecial care his buſineſs to perform, 
In ſpite of oppoſition, cold or ſtorm; ; 
In order to obtain a time like this, 
A day of ſuch promotion, and ſuch bliſs! 
Propitious hour! that can to ev'ry e, 
To all now preſent, ſome delight impart 1 
Behold how all apparently expreſs, 
Some ſhare of pleaſure, either more or lels ; 
Thro' ev'ry breaſt around, the bliſsful flame 
Spreads feelings too ſublime, too warm to name ! 


1 E Preſidents with joy unfeign'd abound, 


To ſee their labours with ſucceſs thus crown d; 5 
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"1 
To ſee the youth, committed to their care, 
| Aſpire ſo juſtly to a nobler ſphere. _ 
The Student muſt rejoice, perhaps as much, 
With ready hand the pleaſing gift to touch; 
And now approaches, with a gentle pace, 
The roſy bluſh appearing in his face : 


_ Unuſual warmth flows ſweetly through FP veins, 


While ſuch a mark of * he . E: 


AxwoTrex ſtanding by, who never knew, 


Nor felt what emulous efforts could do, 


Immediately perceives the fond deſire, 
Ihe ſoft endearing flame, the new- born fire: 
« Ye Pow'rs (thinks he) what now do I deſerve ! 


Why did my mind ſo far from duty ſwerve ! 


60 Why have I thus conſum'd fo many days, 
So many nights, in vanity and eaſe ! 

Regardleſs of the gifts receiv'd from Heav- n, 
«© The precious hours ſo bountifully giv'n! | 
6 The ſeſſion's paſt! th* indulgent ſeaſon's gone! 
40 But what have I perform'd ! what have I done ! 
© Sure Juſtice muſt avenge the dreadful crime, 
Of ſuch neglect, ſuch wilful waſte of time ! re 
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80 CH are his thoughts, and ſuclr the cruel fire, 
The pungent feelings of reflections dire! PE 
But if he thus upon himſelf reftedts, 
15 His cogitations yield the beſt effects. 
The ſpark begun, continues ſtill to burn, | 
Till opportunities again return. 
He then begins, with reſolutions new, } 
A courſe more amiable to purſne ; 
| Attempts the buſineſs of a riper age, 
Nor yields to charms that could before engage. * 
His utmoſt ſkill, and ev'ry art he tries, 2723 
On « propels to obtain ths n E. 


Bor bp! my Muſe Why ſhould you careleſs ficay, 
Or looſely wander from the beaten way ? 
Return again, the former path explore, 
The glorious Diſtribution view once more, 
And then farewel !—Farewel !—but tell me, how 
Shall one endure to loſe the proſpect now! 
To leave the ſight of ſuch engaging charms, 
And quit the ſcene that every boſom warms} 
Behold what grandeur ſhines throughout the Whole, 


ö What nameleſs beauties captivate each ſoul! 
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8 yz CT A TORS en round, in Gad amaze, 


With ſoft delight and admiration gaze: 
All wond'ring ſeem, juſt ready to proclaim : 


3 The worthy facts, and ſpread the riſing fame; hot 2 


So when the ſcene's withdrawn, and all retir d, 
Each, with regard and tender love 1 
Shall gladly haſten to relate the whole, 


And * the dear report from 188 to role: 45 


T HE adit too, well NOS for all his toil, 
| Bears home the laurel to his native ſoil ! BIT 


How grand the ornament how at the prize! 4 


a How beautiful to all beholders eyes! 
lo far does it ,exalt 1 the bearer's name, 


An add freſh grandeur Ne, his former fame ! f 
Thro diſtant parts his character extends, 


An honour to himſelf and. all his friends. 
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$vc H are i 4 . effects; 100% happy fruits j 
Of diligence, in laudable purſuits; 5 £1.57 
Ihe pleaſant fruits, which none may . to find, 
"Till EM LATION: rc, the mind! | 
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Let therefore © ev ry one his pow” 8 exert, 
Moſt ſtrenuouſly attempt the nobler part, 
The lovely paths, with vigour ſtill _— 


% Where objects ſo endearing fill his view ! 
Nor ſhould the youth, who has perform a his beſt, | 


Let grief or envy rankle in his breaſt: _ 34 5 | 


- 


Why ſhould he in the leaſt, appear caſt down, ts | 


Becauſe another bears away: the crown !- , - 
For tho” he chanc'd to miſs his ſpecial aim, | 
Nor ſoars ſo high upon the wings of fame; 
TFet, in the brave attempt, he ſurely Sans... 

An ample recompence, for all his pains : 

Such conſtant application muſt prepare, 

And lead him on to fill ſome higher ſphere. 
For virtuous EMuULATI on ſtill aſcends, 

With graceful ſteps, to more exalted ends: 

But tho? ſhe thus aſpires, nor fails to riſe, 
And can with eaſe, ſo many aggrandize ; 
Yet all muſt here confeſs, her better part 
Flows from the Pres 1DenT's indulgent ar; 
Without his timely aid, to help in turn, 
This latent fire would quickly ceale to burn ! ** 


| ( 20. 3 
MAT then MP! great MxcxNAs nin preſide, 
At once to animate and ſafely guide ! 
And may th' ALmicarty till ſuch Patrons raiſe, 
As deck the brow with never-fading bays, 
Affording freely, each enticing charm, 
However great, the youthful mind to warm ! 


Nor ſhould the youth, with ſuch a Patron bleſt, 


Themſelves indulge, in floth and idle reſt : 


But thankfully employ each paſſin & hour, 


With warmeſt gratitude to that great Pow'r, 


Who deigns to place them thus, beneath ſach care * 
And whoſe great bounties ev*ry day they ſhare: | 
Who in them firſt infus'd that ardent flame, 
| Which crowns their labours with immortal fame. 5 
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ODE TO DILIGENCE. 


4 Nur tam ffi 2 quod n non n folertia vincat. 


Beyond what words can fully how, 
Or any art expreſs ! 
To thee, O DiLIicence! we beak 
To thee ! on whom we all depend, 
For bounties more or leſs ! 
Before thee all 
May proſtrate fall, | 
When fluſh'd with new ſucceſs ! 


4+ 


SHovULD any object more inſpire! 
Should aught fo fan the grateful fire ; 
Or ſuch affection claim! | 
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How highly ought we all to prize, 
The means by which we jultly riſe, 


To wealth and endleſs fame 
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And may explore, 


Immenſely more, 


Than time permits to name! 
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H AIL! mighty Pow'r, to + we owe, 


LES 8 


The lover too, at laſt obtains 


1 * 1 


- Fo thee the ſage his wiſdom. « owes ; 


From thee alone perfection flows, 


In {ſcience or in art : 


| By Diligence and conſtant pains, 


The darling of his heart ; 
| Whoſe ſmiles for nought, 
He long had ſought, N 


To eaſe his cruel ſmart! 


I 


Bur where's the taſk for thee too hard ! 
What can thy mighty force retard! 
Or what thy power ſway! 


Thuy potent arm, a truſty guide, 


Can us thro? ſtorms of wind and tide, 
Or rugged paths convey : 
Thro' higheſt lore, | : 
hy thee we ſoar, 
Tho? difficult the way! 
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WIEN mountains, heap'd on mountai! is high, 
| Approaching near the azure ky, 


Our progreſs ſcem to ſtop; : 


; By thy kind hand we're gently led, 
And taught wich eaſe their brow t to tread, i 
Or mount their lofty top: 
The higheſt tree 
We climb by thee, 1 | : 
and all its branches lop! „ | 
War N hard and intricate the courſe, 
We find thee ſtill the chief reſource ; 3 


Thou all prevailing ſpring ! ! 
May then each tongue, in runeful lays, 
A grateful revenue of praiſe, 

A, And honours to thee bring ! 
And may the nine 
Inſpire each line, Wy 


While thus of thee we ſing ! 


by Los * : : 
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